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KIKDERGARTEN ENROLLMENT
ard
ALTERNATIVE KINDERGARTEN PROGRAMS

The sections of the Revised School Code that address this issue are contained in the
Michigan Compiled Law under MCL 380.1147 and 388.1606.

Enroiiment Age

Michigan law entities a resident child who is ai least five years of age on or before
December 1 to erwoll in kindergarten until the 2013-2014 school year [MCL 380.1147].
For the 2013-2014 school year, a child who resides in the school district may enrall in
kindergarien if the child is at least 5 years of age on November 1, 2013, Forthe 2044-
2015 school year, a child whe resides in the schoot district may enrol in kindergarten if
the child is at least 5 years of age on October 1, 2014. Baginning with the 2015-20186
school year, a child who resides in the school district may ensoll in kindargarien if the
chiid is at least & years of age on September 1 of the school year of enroliment. For the
district to be eligible to count the pupl in membership and receive state aid, the pupil
must meet these age requirements {MCL 388.1606{4)].

Note: The ages prescribed above for a child's eﬁgibiﬁ'fy for envoliment in a school distriet
also apply to a child's eligibifity fo envolf in a public schoof academy.

Exceplions Provided for Envoliment Ags

If & child residing in the school district is not 5 years of age on the enrollmant eligibiity
dates listed above, butwill be 5 years of age not iater than December 1 of a school year,
the parent or legal guardian of that child may enroll the child in kindergarten for that
school vear if the parent or legal guardian notifies the school district in writing not later
than June 1 before the beginning of the school year that he or she intends to enroll the
chitd in kindergarten,

If a child becomes a resident of the school district after June 1, the child's parent or fegal
guardian may enroll the ¢hild in kindergarten for that school year if the parent or iegal
guardian submits this written notification to the schoot district not {ater than August 4
before the beginning of that schoeol year.

A school district that receives this written notification may make a recommendation to the
parent of fegal guardian that the child is not raady to enroll in kindergarten due tc the
child's age or other factors. However, regardless of this recommendation, the parent or
legal guardian retains the sole discretion to determine whether or not to enrcll the child in
kindergarten.

If a school district or public school academy enrolls any children in kindergarten for 3
school year under subsection (3), the school district or public school academy shali notify
the department of the number 0f those children enrofied by not later than December 31 of
that school vear, :

Mote: Districts are not required fo enrcl a child in kindergarfen until the child meets the age
eligibility of the school year of enroliment as described above. If a district did agree to enrolf
a four-year ofd, the district would not be able fo clajm the child for state school eid purposas.

Alternaiive Kindergarten Programs

The Michigan Attorney General ruled in an opinicn cited as 1987 CAG 8467 that when a
chitd is quaiified by residence and age to aftend kindergarten, the school district is
obligated to accept the child's enroliment in Kindergarten despite any recommendation of
school district personnel that the child attend an alternative developmental Kindergarten
program.

This Information is provided as a service of the Michigan Department of Fducation and is distibuted with
the understanding that the Depariment is nof engaged jn rendering legai advice. Those individuals
desining of requiring legal advice should seek the sewvices of an aftorney.
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Question

Answer

Implication for Payment of State School
Aid/Counting Child in Membership

1. What is the age my child must be 5 on or before Novemnber 1 Child counts in membership.
to enter Kin 20137
2. What is the age my child must be 5 on or before October 1 Child counts In membership.
to enter Kin 20147 “
3. What is the age my child must be 5 on or hefore September 1 Child counts in membership.
to enter Kin 2015 and in _
. subseguent years?
4, What must I do if I want to enroll Inform resident district by June 1. Child counts in membership.
my child whose birthdate is before
December 1 but after the
enroliment date for the year
he/she kurns 57
5. What if I move after June 17 Inform resident district by August 1. Child counts in membership.
6. What if I move after August 1 but Parent may request early enrcllment but the | The district is allowed to enroil the student,
before school starts? district is not required to allow early but the student would not be eligible for
enroliment. state aid. *
7. What if T notify the district after Parent may request early enroliment but the | The district is allowed to enroll the student,
the cui-off date? district is not reguired to allow early but the student woutd not be eligible for .
enrollment, state aid. kol
8. What if my child is enrolled in K Parent may reguest continuad enrollment of The answer could vary based on if the

earty and we move to another
district or from a state with an
earlier entry date? Will he/she be
allowed to continue in K?

chitd but the district is not required o allow
the early enrollment.

student was counted in the previous
district’s membership.

If the student was not counted in
membership (such as when the student
moved to Michigan from another state),
then the student would not be eligible for
state aid.

if the early enrollment notification date has
passed, and if the student was counted in




another district, then the district would be
allowed to enroll the student. The district
would then be allowed to claim a proration
of FTE from the previous district {provided
that the Section 25 language goes into
effect during 2013-14).

If the early enroliment notification date has
not passed, the parent would notify the
district of the early enroliment.

As a side note, the district could always
enroll the student without claiming state
aid.

I

What if T want my child to
participate in another district
threugh schools of choice (SOC)?

The child must participate in the schools of
choice (SOC) selection process; in addition,
the parent would need to notify the SOC
district of the early enrollment by June 1.
The district must allow a child eligible for
early enroliment to participate in the process
if the parent indicates to the district by the
early enrollment notification date that s/he
intends to have the child participate in the
schools of choice selection process.

In order for the student to ke eligible for
state aid, the parent must notify the SOC
district of the early enroliment by June 1;
if the student moved into their current
district after June 1, the parent would then
have until August 1 to notify the SOC
district of the early enreliment. Enroltment
in the SOC district would then depend on if
the appfication/enrollment window for the
district was still open.

Additionally, if the district operates a
limited SCC program, the district is
required to follow the guidelines for
enroliment under 388.1705/388.1705¢ in
the event that seats become available,

'

What about entering a Public
School Academy early?

The child must participate in the PSA
selection process. The PSA must allow a
chiid eligible for sarly enroilment to
participate in the selection process as an
etigible kindergartner if the parent indicates
to PSA Dy the early enroliment notification
date that s/he intends to have the chiid
participate in the PSA selection process.

In order for the student to be eligible for
state aid, the parent must notify the PSA
district of the early enroliment by June 1;
if the student moved into their current
district after June 1, the parent would then
have until August 1 o notify the PSA
district of the early enroilment.
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A recently enacted Michigan law amended the Revised School Code (MCL 380.1147), which changed the
rinimum age requirement for a child envolling in kindergarten. Currently, a student must be five years old by
December 1% to be eligible for enrollment to kindergarten. New legisiation will change the “cut-off” date and
will be gradually phased-in over three years; changing the requirement by one month each yvear. The changes
will be implemented in the following manner:

e Forthe 2013-2014 school year, children must be five years old by November 1%,
¢ For the 2014-2015 schocl year, children must be five years old by October 1™
@ For the 2015-2016 school year {and beyond), children must be five years old by Sentember, 15

Parent Waiver Dption

If the child is not eligible for enroliment per the guidelines specified above and will be five years aig by
December 1%, the child's parent or iegal guardizn can apply for a waiver to enroli their student in school,
Waiver deaclines and other information are as follows:

e |fthe chiid res‘des in the schoof district, the waiver must be submitted to the schom d:strtm no later
than June 1% before the beginning of the school vear.

o [fthe child becomes a resident of the school district after June 1%, the waiver must be submitted to the
school district no later than August 1°° before the beginning of the school year.

e When in receipt of a waiver, districts can make recommendations to the child’s parent or legal
guardian, as to the child’s readiness for school, and whether or not the child should be enrolied early.

o Regardiess of a district’s recommendation, the paren or legal guardian retains the sole discretion to
enroll their child.

MIPAAA has created three waiver forms for districts to use, which are included in this document. tn addition,
we have included a poster created by the West Shore ESD and shared with the Michigan School Public
Relations Association {MSPRA). Feel free to customize these forms as needed however, please retain the
source credit.

We hope you find these tools helpfull
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{District/School Name)
{DistrictSchool Address)
Kindergarten Walver Request for 2014-2015 School Year

According to Michigan Law (MCL 380.1147), if a child residing in {District Name} is not five vears of age on October 1, 2014 but wili
be five years of age not later than Deceémber 1, 2014, the parent or legal guardian of that child may enroll the child in kindergarten
for the 2014-2015 school year if the parent or legal guardian notifies the school district in writing not later than June 1, 2014, that he
or she intends to enroll the child in kindergarten. if a child becomes a resident of the {District Name} after June 1, the child's parent
or legal guardian may enroll the child in kindergarten for that school year if the parent or legal guardian submits this written
notification not later than August 1, 2014 under this subsection.

A school district that receives this written notification may make a recommendation to the parent or legal guardian as to whether
the child is not ready to enroll in kindergarten due to the child's age or other factors. Regardless of the district recormmendation, the
parent or legal guardian retains the sole discretion to determine whether or not toenroll the child in kindergarten if the student is
five years of age not later than December 1, 2014,

Student Name: Date of Birth:
Verification of Age: || Birth Certificate ]:]Government Record [ IHospital Record
{Check one) | Court Record [ |citizenship Paper [ 10ther:
{Specify)

Evidence of School Readiness {provided by parent):

1)

2)

3)

4)
Parent/Guardian’s Printed Name Parent/Guardian’s Signature Date

{District/School Name} Recommendation

D {Administrator’'s Name} agrees with the recommendation of the parents to enroll in Kindergarten.
[j {Administrator’'s Name} recommends kindergarten begin in Seatember 2015 for the following reasons:

1)

School Administrator’s Signature Date
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